
COURSE OUTLINE:  FUNDAMENTALS OF EMINENT DOMAIN PROCEDURE IN MINNESOTA 

I. EFFECT OF 2006 EMINENT DOMAIN REFORM 

a. PROHIBITED/RESTRICTED HISTORICAL USES OF EMINENT DOMAIN  

b. CHAPTER 117 SUPERSEDES ALL OTHER STATUTES 

II. COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION 

a. PRE-CONDEMNATION STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

i. APPRAISAL AND NEGOTIATION 

ii. ENTRY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING 

b. QUICK-TAKE V. “REGULAR” CONDEMNATION 

c. HEARING ON PETITION 

d. APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS 

III. COMMISSIONERS’ HEARINGS 

a. VIEWING 

b. HEARING 

i. GENERAL NATURE OF PROCEEDINGS 

ii. BURDEN OF PROOF AND PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF BURDEN 

iii. LEGAL DISPUTES IN HEARINGS 

1. WHO DECIDES? 

2. ROLE OF DISTRICT COURT DURING COMMISSIONERS’ HEARING PHASE 

iv. AWARD 

IV. APPEAL FROM COMMISSIONERS’ AWARD 

a. STATUTORY PROCEDURE FOR APPEAL 

b. CASES AFFECTING STATUTORY PROCEDURE 

c. TRIAL IN DISTRICT COURT 



i. ROLE OF COMMISSIONERS AND THEIR AWARD 

ii. JURY INSTRUCTIONS OF NOTE 
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